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[ xiv ] Foreword 

It's no secret that we are experiencing a critical moment in legal and 

sociological history, a time of familial upheaval, crisis, and opportunity. 

We are in the midst of a family law revolution that will no doubt leave the 

world looking fundamentally different in our own lifetimes. Ethical chal­

lenges to long-standing ideas have prompted important questions, such 

as how, why, and when people actually obey the law, as well as how, why, 

and when they should and should not do so. Goldfeder's background in 

journalism allows him to tackle these questions from the practical stand­

point of an observer chronicling change, while his legal training equips 

him to act as a guide for others to understand what is happening, why it's 

happening, and what we can expect to happen in the future. One can also 

sense that Goldfeder, a rabbi and rabbinic judge, draws on his Jewish law 

background to paint the practice of polygamy as something more complex 

than an abstraction used for good or evil, or a historical phenomenon that 

can be fully understood by its past failures. Polygamy, in living color, is a 

practice that needs to be revisited generationally, carefully, and thought­

fully. Goldfeder does just that, with a multidimensional approach that 

makes for a compelling and worthwhile reacl. 




